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Friends of Huntley
Meadows Park
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Sgptember 2008

Email: info@friendsofhuntleymeadows.org
Website: www.Friendsofhuntleymeadows.org

Budget Cuts Threaten County Parks

Everyone in the Northern Virginia area has surelythe financial squeeze from high gas and fodckpr
declining house values and a glum economic outlbokairfax County, lower home assessments meartdes
revenue, which equals a smaller county budgemiiczipation of major budget cuts, all county agesdiave been
asked to prepare a plan for reducing operating ésdgy 15%. Budget reduction proposals would hitf&aCounty
Park Authority nature centers and cultural andiboitural sites particularly hard. In draft budgetiuction proposals
for the Resource Management Division, educatiorayqams and services could be cut by 40% at nies si
including
Huntley Meadows, and twenty people could be leflgns translates directly to a potential loss af staff members
and two hundred programs a year at Huntley alone.

The importance of educational programs to Hyig mission cannot be overstated. Everyday, afisito the park
learn about our amazing wetland, plants and anirfiéiough daily phone and personal contacts, pdepla about
wildlife issues, invasive plants, water quality andny other conservation issues. This fosters aweaseof the
environment and our need to protect it as welu#gling the mission of the Park Authoritjo set aside spaces for
and assist citizens in th@otection and enhancement of environmental valdigsysity of natural habitats and
cultural heritage to guarantee that these resouneélsbe available to both the present and futuemegrations.”

County parks are important to the quality of lifeHairfax Countyln a recent survey conducted by FCPA, nature
trails were thenumber ondark Authority feature enjoyed by respondents.f&tatounty parks enhance the nature
trail experience through their educational misgibproviding quality interpretive services.

We ask for your support at this crucial timé&éep Huntley and other county parks in the businésslucating the
next generation of environmental stewards. Impompablic budget meetings will be held tifigdl and we urge your
attendance. We will keep you posted on dates ®sghing budget hearings where you can also speéd parks
and park personnel.

“Community Dialogué meetings will be held this fall to gain publicpat on serious county budgetary issues.
This is your opportunity to voice your support ftbe nine parks, including Huntley Meadows, in tlaérflax County
Park Authority system that are threatened by budgest With a projected 40% reduction in programs services,
this is the time to let the county know that paaksl educational programs are important to citizBlease make it a

Saturday October 25", 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Centreville Regional Library

Fairfax Regional Library

Tysons-Pimmit Regional Library, Falls Church

For meeting info, call HMP or the Fairfax County
Board of Supervisors clerk at 703-324-3151

Saturday September 28, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.

Sherwood Regional Library, Alexandria
George Mason Regional Library, Annandale
Reston Regional Library

Chantilly Regional Library

Tuesday October 14, 7 to 9:30 p.m.
Fairfax County Government Center

Thursday October 16", 7 to 9:30 p.m.
South County Government Center, Alexandria

Pohick Regional Library, Burke

Saturday November &', 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
Dolley Madison Library, McLean

Woodrow Wilson Library, Falls Church

John Marshall Library, Alexandria

Burke Center Library

Thursday November 13, 7 to 9:30 p.m.
Mason Governmental Center, Annandale
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Park Manager’s Message
A Walk on Huntley’s Wild Side

This was an exceptional summer for both plant and The intense drought of last summer and the extensiv
animal sightings here at Huntley. Flora and faudnad t rains of fall, winter and spring combined to create
haven't bred or flowered for over a decade were “perfect storm” in terms of fostering healthy marsh
observed in the park during the months of June and habitat. The drought completely dried out the wetla
July. It was a record year fo . - - T pn” exposing soil and plant seeds
Bluebirds, Wood ducks and ﬁ:}‘ ‘? IR A AT A 2 % to oxygen and sunlight. This

Hooded Mergansers using P KA - : 1% + & - allowed years of stagnant
our nest boxes and at least [’ ol A : """ ; o *,\. nutrients to be broken down
one pair of Virginia Rails VA& 2 A 43 ” 28 by bacteria and

raised several chicks in the ’,( A ' o T 2 / l microbes, while releasing

wetland. Three adults and S

1 long-dormant seeds.
chicks were seen at once, 4 ‘4"

4 /] The result was a wetland
4 covered in thick annual
two families. This was the 7l grasses and perennials. Then
first everrecord of Virginia
Rails breeding in the park.
Two Least Bitterns were
seen by a few birders, and equals a thriving marsh.

heard by others uttering theil Virginia rail and chicks, Photo by Jerry McHale, 2008 The implications for the

strange cooing call in June restoration project are

and July. Least bitterns last bred in Huntley’s|ared straightforward. This last year has given us caecre
fifteen years ago so we are heartened by theirretu evidence of how fluctuating water levels, periodic
My favorite wildlife happening of the summer was a drawdowns, and high water in winter and spring can
Black Duck mother displaying her purple-feathered create impressive biodiversity. We now have water
speculum as she led her long-faced ducklings tager level gauges in the wetland and have kept track of
in the thick stands of lime-green spikg — water levels in relation to rare plant and

animal events. We've spent the year get-
ting schooled by Mother Nature on how
to manage the wetland, and we

intend to apply our learning. With a July
‘09 start date, we have a whole year to
build a management plan from our

direct observation of a perfect year in
Huntley’'s wetland.

_. | Kevin Munroe

rush. It's been years since this specij
has raised young here. Typically, m
ducks turn up their olive-tinted bills a
Northern Virginia ponds. These duck|
lings are proof that we have a true
marsh — a unique and valuable habit
Lastly, we had two very exciting
plant sightings in the park. Green Mil|
weed, last seen ten years ago, was
spotted in the Bluebird Trail meadow
on the Hike-Bike trail and...drum
roll.... Bladderwort, seen in full bloon] ... e
from the boardwalk. This was the firg

Birth of a Wetland Walk
Saturday October 11, 10 a.m.

time in 18 yeargthat we’ve seen this | Bladderwort - Explore the seeps, springs and streams of
carnivorous marsh plant at Huntley, Huntley’s woodlands with Kevin to trace
and it was flourishing in many healthy clumps. the source of the wetland’s water from

The obvious question is why have these species it's beginning to the boardwalk. Prepare
re-appeared at Huntley? Additionally, we need to as for a fascinating off-trail adventure.
what this means in regard to the wetland restaratio Adults and families welcome. Call HMP
project. We think the answer to the first quesisn for reservations.

relatively simple.
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Environmental News

In May 2008 Fairfax County Water Authority es@d a water main on Vantage Drive near Flintsteden the
Vantage Development. Rather than haul away thigssipom the repair in the road, the techniciansdtbapproxi-
mately 3 to 5 cubic yards of soil into the storrweethat leads directly into Huntley Meadows Parll ¢he central
wetland. Park Manager Kevin Munroe discoveredg@elailt plume in the wetland causing the watdoti like
milky coffee. He traced the plume back to its seusnd brought the Water Authority employees tdotberdwalk to
see the damage done to the park. The Water Atytipaid for “terra-tubes”, 12-foot long silt caidgy socks, which
park staff installed in Barnyard Run where it esitibye park to catch any remaining silt flowing itite park. In addi-
tion, the Water Authority removed the remaindethaf excavated soil from Vantage Drive and instafiedore Terra
Tubes in the silt-filled culvert closer to the roaud off park property.

Although Huntley staff was pleased with thet®&authority’s admission of fault and cooperatoanduct after
the incident, the fact remains that it should néwaare happened in the first place. It only occutredause they
tried to cut corners to save money and time withegard for watershed health or for following th&ivn protocol.
Huntley Meadows visitors have noticed a greaterwarhof oil on the surface of the water this spramgl summer,
as well as several dead crayfish, and it is n@ralhether or not this is due to the influx of rahd. It is also worth
mentioning that this took place at the same timeeect location where the park’s first ever reedrreeding
Virginia Rails were feeding their young on aquaticertebrates. We have no data on whether or imaffected the

young's survival.

Wetland Restoration Update

Despite the delayed construction start dathefvetland
restoration project, there have been several pesitive
developments. The state gave the project “Allowsd™U
status which means, from the state’s point of vidng,pro-
ject makes sense, fits the site and is an apptepsiay to
manage the land and water in Huntley’s wetlands Tas a
very important step and makes requesting waivers the
county an option. Another exciting development rdgahe
proposed bond to be voted on this November. luihes
over $2 million for the wetland restoration projethis
money would allow us to complete all phases ofdbsign,
including the wetland pools, essential refugesafpuatic
species during droughts and purposeful drawdowns.

The lynch pin involves getting the necessamnpts
from the county for the groundbreaking design @ th
project. We are asking for several waivers regay e size
of the spillway, pipes, and dam. We're taking thgatime
to do this because we don’t want something eapgtmit
but inappropriate for the park. Because of thdiegion
process for the waivers, the project will haverddtve
start date of July 2009.

Please join me at one of the free monthly Réakager
Walk and Talks for a full update on the projectisTlis also a
great opportunity to see some of the evening viddhat
visits the wetland.

Kevin Munroe

Park Manager Walks
Saturday September 13, 4 to 6 p.m.
Saturday October 25, 4 to 6 p.m.
Saturday November 15, 4 to 6 p.m.
Call for reservations: 703 768 2525

Park Capital Improvement Bond

On Election Day this November, Fairfax Countyerstwill
be asked to approve a bond referendum that williiteca
$65 million capital improvement bond for the Park
Authority. (The total Bond will be $77M, with $12fdr the
Regional Park Authority.) Issuing general obligatlmonds is
a common way for local governments to fund largateh
projects. Huntley Meadows is a major recipient agithe
park projects being considered for this bond.

The emphasis on this year’s bond is stewapd4t&% or
$11.6 M is to be set aside for stewardship effoAgreat
focus is being applied to renovating, building aadng
for facilities and programs of the Resource Manag@m
Division, which administers the Nature Centers tbtis
Sites, and Horticultural attractions of the Parki#arity.
Additionally, 22% of the bond will be used for laadquisi-
tion. The Park Authority is the largest singledawner in
the County. We own nearly 24,000 acres of Fai@axnty
real estate, which represents about 9.6% of tlaé leoid-
mass of the County. Our goal is to reach a full10The
remaining 60% of the bond money will be used fdreot
capital projects throughout the system.

The Huntley projects slated for inclusion e board-
walk plank replacement, and Phase Il of the wetlastbra-
tion project at Huntley Meadows. Additionally, thend
calls for completion of the restoration of the ldrét Huntley
mansion. Nearly $5.3 M in the bond will be usetianhtley
Meadows and Historic Huntley. The breakdown fokow

Boardwalk Plank Replacement $ 665,000
Wetlands Restoration Phase |l $2,660,000
Historic Huntley Restoration $1,945,000
Total: $5,270,00

If you are a Fairfax County resident, we earnesttuest
that you vote for this bond in November.

Harry Glasgow
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Fall drt News

“Connections”

Etchings by Lyndia Terre

Opening Reception, Sunday, October 5th
2 to 4:00 p.m.

Lyndia Terre was artist-in-residence at Heytleadows
Park from 1988 to 1995. She created many etchimajscap-
tured the intricacies and designs of the wetlarihduits years
of peak diversity. Her studio at the Torpedo Fgcwas nick-
named “Huntley Annex” because she was so succgasfirot-
ing the park through her art. The first art showreat Huntley
Meadows featured her hand-painted etchings of #ttands.
Lyndia’s work can be found in many public collectsoin the
United States and in private collections all over world.

Lyndia now lives on Vancouver Island, Canadée are pleased to have this retrospective shdweioHuntley
Meadows work. The sale of the art will benefit noty the park, but also “Becca’s Ark” an organiaatcreated by
Pat and Mike Young in memory of Becca, their daeglBecca’s Ark supports the care of abandonedematipets.

Friends of Huntley Meadows Park
2008 Photography Contest

Give Us Your Best Shot!

Awards reception December 14, 2 to 4 p.m.

The FOHMP Photo Contest is a nature-themed phqtbgracontest and a Friends of Huntley Meadows Rar#traiser.
We invite all to submit your favorite photos takarthe park. Contestants must submit photos betiNegember 1-15,
2008 No late entries will be accepted. A panel of eslgvill select photos from the pool of contestiestrSelected
photos will be exhibited at the HMP Visitor Centerm December 14, 2008 to February 28, 2009. Aditps exhibited
may be used by the Park for promotional or fundgipurposes. All proceeds from the sale of exaibjphotographs
and entry fees will be used to support Huntley MeesiPark.

Contest Rules

1. An entry fee of $5.00 must accompany your eritrigximum of 3 photos per entry). The fee is waif@dhose 18 and younger.
2. All photographs must have been taken at Humlegdows Park, Fairfax County, VA.

3. Photographs taken with both film and digital eaas are acceptable.

4. Only photographs of a nature theme will be abersid ( plants or animals.) Photos may contain ésad people as long as the
provisions in the Copyrights and Permissions sadi® followed. Please contact the Park for tHigrimation.

5. Photographs must be matted. Mounts should nélatd sizes and should not exceed 18"x24".

6. Name, address, and telephone number shouldtbeedrtiearly on the BACK of the mounted photogrdypd identifying marks
should appear on the front of the photographsresgyve anonymity.

7. The decisions of the judges are final.

8. Photographers will be notified before Decembértlieir photos will be included in the exhibith&ographs that are not included
in the show may be picked up at the opening regemth December 14.

Award Categories

1st, 2nd, and 3rd place winners and Honorable Mastwill receive ribbons and certificates, and wél mentioned in a press re-
lease for the photography show, as well as on @id¥P website.

Entry Forms are available at the Visitor's Center along witlisaof eligibility requirements.
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Volunteers Needed

Do you like to interact with visitors, learn somethnew and make a difference? Help the park bistisg at the
Visitor Center front desk or by teaching schoolup®.

Front desk volunteers(VODSs) greet and orient the public, answer pharekregister people for programs and usu-
ally work one of two shifts a month.

Program Leaderswork with school-ages children, guiding them oe tiails and boardwalk, teaching about the val-
ues of wetlands.

Join a community of active and interesting indindtiu
For more information call Ann Stat at Huntley MeaddPark at 703-768-2525.

Volunteer Toasted
Marianne Mooney, long-time site volunteer and a F#board member, is having quite a year. In Jsinewas
recognized for her many contributions by receivihqtley Meadows Park’s 2008 Ken Howard Volunteethef
Year. In November, she will be presented with a82B0y Doyle Park Service Award for Fairfax Countiylarianne
“get-r-done” Mooney volunteers at the front deslaahes bird and plant programs for the publicigitéti and coor-
dinates the used book sale and assists with sasis &he is the editor for the FOHMP newsletf&e also has been
volunteering at Green Spring Gardens Park.
Marianne is passionate, energetic and a dedicateskcvationist who is an advocate for green spadear parks.

Birding for Beginners Fall Birds and Bagels &
Sunday, September 21 Saturday, September 27

8-11 a.m. Interested in birding? We can get you 8-11 a.m. Enjoy an early morning walk in
started! Learn about the birds in the park and some search of resident and migrating birds, then ratack
basic identification skills. Program begins in the recap the sightings during a continental breakdtitte
Visitor Center parking lot. Reservations required. Visitor Center. Binoculars and field guides are

recommended. Reservations required. $6.

Dragonfly Walk i

Saturday, September 6 e Sunday, October 19

1-3 p.m. Walk the boardwalk with Historic Huntley Fall Open House

dragonﬂy expert Kevin Munroe to learn 2-4 p.m. Learn about the history of the house t@m )
about these colorful wetland acrobats. a tour and a puppet show, during this twice-a-yea :21

Cancelled if rain. Reservations required. $6 open houseSponsored by Friends of Historic Hunt

ley. FREE 02,
3
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Café Cattail

September 26 at 7 p.m.

Has Huntley Meadows or another wild place ever
inspired you to write, sing, dance or play an imstr
ment? We invite you to share your nature inspired
creations at our quarterly community coffee house.
Host and long-time park volunteer Karen Nyere al-
ways guides the evening into a unique and heartfelt
event. All ages are welcome to perform, or if you
prefer, just sit back and enjoy the coffee, brownie
and entertainment.




-7 . SR 9 B & -
Page 6 - 8 S S ()
NIV AP N 2 A

Mg~ ¢ FOHMP News ™ kg

P ANTANY

The Other Side of the Park

This is what many of us, especially those who worthe Visitor Center, call the South Kings Highwagtrance to the
Park. During the spring and summer months | visg &rea once a week while monitoring bluebird beses. It's like
visiting a whole different park over there — mead@md forest, with a wetland at the end of the. traiso get to ride
my bike down to where the Bluebird Trail meetstiike Bike trail. | see plants such as milkweed téxdityweed and
pussytoes. Almost every week | am greeted initkerheadow by an indigo bunting. I've also sekrelgrosbeaks
and last week | saw a wild turkey! Dragonflies &ndterflies are bountiful. | often pass quite a fdwg walkers, some
joggers, and twice ran into a group of scientigtking for ticks. This year has been a good oné¢hferirds. | have
watched two bluebird, two house wren, and three sreallow families fledge. Thanks to Warren Smitioviovingly
crafted the nest boxes and the Resource Managédatieitvho have mowed the meadows around my boxegiw
Thanks also to Larry Cartwright, who spends timeéhmn“Other Side” all year round and has seen,chead
documented the bird species present there. | H@teyou are able to take a walk or a ride dowrHike Bike Trail
sometime soon. In early September there ararsitly meadow flowers in bloom and lots of beautfudi interesting
pollinators. Fall migration happens over the cewsSeptember and October. It's worth a trip!

Kathi McNeil
FOHMP President

Treasurer’'s Yearly Report

Friends of Huntley Meadows Park had a good
year. Our income was boosted by individual contri-

The Friends of Huntley Meadows Park would butions and by those who opted for a lifetime mgm-
like to thank the following new Lifetime bership.
members: Dues $5,050.

_ Donations 4,979.
Amy Katharine Johnson Photo Contest 125.
Martha Orling Sales n3
Mike Walker

We spent almost $2,000 in grants for various nefds
We appreciate the support from our members within the park.

that allows FOHMP to achieve our goal of help-

ing to preserve and protect the park. If you Birdathon $405.
would like to give a “lifetime” of : Facility Equip. 400.
Photo Contest 125.

support to Huntley Meadows by
becoming a life member, please
send a donation of $150 to:

Treasurer, FOHMP
3701 Lockheed Blvd,
Alexandria, VA 22306

Resource Mgmt. Equip  744.
Wetland Awarness Day  200.
Misc. 50.

In addition we sponsored a summer intern for
$2,600. $1,036 was spent on our newsletter and
$240 on our website.
Thank you,

Connie Carpender Sally Cureton, Treasurer

Please remember the Friends of Huntley Meadows Park in your year-end giving.
Your donations help support educational programs, resource management needs
and park staff. Your help is important in preserving our beloved park.
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A Walk Along the Hike-Bike Trail:
Huntley Meadow’s “Other” Side

When people think of Huntley Meadows, mostision the boardwalk in the Central Wetlands. Whehink of Huntley, |
think of the Hike-Bike Trail on the ‘other’ side thiits meadows, wetlands, and wooded areas. Heira,March through August,
| monitor nestboxes and take a weekly census dbitliepopulation. Imagine a walk with me as | daweekend morning census.

By late April, as soon as | leave the Southds Highway parking lot at about 6:00 AM, | heacailian Flycatchers and Red-
eyed Vireos. These are probably the two most nausemigrant songbird species in the park duringbtieeding season. The
canopy-loving Red-eyed Vireo can be difficult t@ s it sings its almost melancholy song from teetops, but the Acadian
prefers a low perch and generally | get good viefaseveral of these birds.

After a short walk | come to the maintenana#éding. Here in early spring, | find two or thrésritorial Pine Warblers in the
Virginia pines surrounding the building and, if Iecky, | might be treated to a wintering Red-bteds\uthatch that has not
departed for its northern breeding location. EasBdtoebes are generally present, and sometimeswdre nest under the roof of
the building. Along the wooded edge, Blue-gray tBatchers prepare by mid-April to raise their ovauyg. It is from this location
that | generally hear or see my first Yellow-bill€dickoo of the day.

Leaving the maintenance building groundsavérse through a small wooded area that openshatfirst of a series of
meadows. By May, the first thing | notice is thee&rSwallows carrying nesting material to the neseb provided for them and
Eastern Bluebirds. A chorus of Common Yellowthrpatdigo Buntings, and possibly Blue Grosbeaksrssle them in their labor.

Now | enter another wooded area, the Pond.TkHere new species of birds greet me, Ovenbinds\dood Thrushes. | love
these songs, and the song of the Wood Thrush edlyesmchants me. Even the occasional encountermosquitoes fails to
dampen my spirits. Sometimes | come across s&eBd&wl and may flush a Mallard or two from the dmpaind if it contains water.

After exiting the pond trail, | proceed to tNerth Wetlands. | generally find Red-shoulderedvids soaring over the wetlands
while Red-winged Blackbirds and Common Yellowtheotnd to nesting duties below. Yellow-billed Cuck@re particularly fond
of this spot. | firmly believe that Eastern Bluetsirfind suitable natural cavities among the numesmags in this wetland, because
they are present throughout the summer and ndooest have been provided for them in this area.Ndr¢h Wetlands used to be
the most reliable spot on the ‘other’ side for EasiWood Pewees, but in recent years they havenfeebarder to find.

The next spot is the Main Meadow. Here yod feastern Bluebirds and Tree Swallows occupyiegittxes and the same
species that you find in the first meadow. Only enof them. More Common Yellowthroats, more IndigmBngs, and definitely
more Blue Grosbeaks. And American Goldfinches, @, and Yellow-breasted Chats! After an almostytear absence, Yellow-
breasted Chats began showing up in the Main Meadfew years ago. And now there are more of thentlaylare beginning to
occupy territories along the Central Wetlands ak. weonly my beloved Field Sparrow would retuBut we will be working on
that. | assure you!

As | leave the Main Meadow, | enter into amotivooded area which soon opens up into more meadad the Central Wetland.
Here | notice a White-eyed Vireo. Not my first bétday, but generally here is where | get my biests: | pay scant attention to the
Central Wetland. After all, that is on the ‘frositle and | belong to the ‘other’ side. That is vehery duty lies. Just kidding, of
course. | always scan the wetlands, but rarelygetl views without a scope, and then finish momitomy boxes. | have just
spent a wonderful morning on the ‘other’ side ofntley Meadows and walk back to the parking lotxethand content.

Larry Cartwright Many thanks to the following people wha

donated to the 2008 Birdathon:
Ana Arguelles
Sy Fishbein
Harry Glasgow

Karen Grechanik
Sunday, September 13 Paula Sullivan

Off-trail Birding at South King’s Highway Carolyn Williams

(Adults), 7-10am. At this time of year the last A very special thank you to Ben Jesup
ave of neotropical migrants are moving throjigh : . .
wav P '9 Ving 19 and Jim Matthews for their hard work in

and the first wintering visitors are arriving. Bin

oculars and field guides are recommended. Meet collecting Birdathon pledges!

at the park’s South King’'s Highway and Tele- ) , .
graph Road entrance. Reservations required.] call Thanks to our Birder's Exchange Collectiop
703 768 2525. Cancelled if raifitee Drive Donors

Sponsored by FOHMP and Dorothy Raduazo

led by Larry Cartwright. Ralph Wahl




Friends of Huntley Meadows Park
Membership and Renewal Form

Please support Huntley Meadows Park by joiningRhends group.
Become a member today and help to protect and pueslee park. Your annual dues will keep you
informed and help to fund the nature center’s pesgs. Fill out and mail the application to this
address:
Friends of Huntley Meadows Park

3701 Lockheed Blvd.

Alexandria, VA 22306
Dues information
____ %10 Individual
_____ $15 Family
_____ $5 Student/Senior
____ $150 Lifetime membership

Name:

Address:

Telephone:

Email:

Friends of Huntley Meadows Park
3701 Lockheed Blvd
Alexandria, VA 22306

Please check your mailing label for accuracy artidynos of any changes.
Your membership expirations date is in the uppircerner.




